CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA
the other two prisoners, sole quartette of the Italo-
Ethiopian war.
Next day the hollow of Selaclaca, Imru reported, was
occupied. They were only ten miles from Axum. In
twelve days, by forced marches, use of the night and of the
flank-attack and by constantly keeping the enemy in play
with a small well-disciplined force, the Ethiopians had
penetrated the Italian right to a depth of forty-five miles,
taken ten tanks, avoided all planes, and killed according
to their own claims one hundred and fifty white and two
hundred Eritrean soldiers. They captured twenty-eight
machine-guns : the rifles, ammunition and uniforms of
the dead were shared out among the bravest of Imru's
and Ayelu's mobile advance-guard.
It took the news four days to reach the Emperor by
telephone at Dessye. He sent a message to his other
commanders in the North " Why do you not do likewise ? "
The whole of Imru's army moved across the Takkaze.
Precisely the same manoeuvre followed a week later, on
December 22, in the Tembien.
Stirred by the Emperor, Seyyum and Kassa decided to act.
The same size of force was used—four thousand well-
armed men. Their leader, Dedjazmatch Hailu Kabada,
was a high lieutenant of Seyyum, the junior of the two
commanders. His objective was Abbi Addi, the capital
of the Tembien, but he too was ready to push on as far as
he could.
The forces facing him, like those who faced Ayelu's
lieutenant, were Askaris scattered over newly occupied
defensive posts. Two columns were used, to make sure
of Abbi Addi as the others had made sure of Edaga Sheikh.
Surprise did not figure so brilliantly in the Tembien
attack.
On December 19 an Askari patrol met a group of armed
Abyssinians a little south of Abbi Addi. The fi^ht,
according to the Italian communiqu6, was sharp, anN.C.O.
and an Askari being killed and fifteen men wounded on
the Italian side. But the enemy were dispersed. . . .
The tumbled ravines and ridges of the Tembien enabled
the dispersed to recollect. The Tembien was still unmapped
by the Italians : their aerial cartography was a failure in

